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1 Background 
The history and the social context of the dance scene in Europe have already been described in some detail. The same applies to the connection of the dance scene with drug use (see for instance  QUOTE "(Calafat et al.  1998; Calafat et al.  2003; Calafat et al.  1999; Calafat et al.  2001; Calafat, 2000; EMCDDA, 2002a; Weir, 2000)" 
(Calafat et al.  1998; Calafat et al.  2003; Calafat et al.  1999; Calafat et al.  2001; Calafat, 2000; EMCDDA, 2002a; Weir, 2000)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\02\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt%Calafat, Fernández, et al. 2003 #1507\01\04\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00@Ł\13\02\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00�Ř�\00¨\04\14\00\01\00\00\00Đ\01\1C\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\09\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00@Ł\13\02\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00�Ř�\00¨\04\14\00\01\00\00\00Đ\01\1C\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\03\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt!Calafat, Bohrn, et al. 1999 #1517\01\04\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\000‰\19\02\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00@\05A\00\01\00\00\00Đ\01\1C\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\05\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\000‰\19\02\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00@\05A\00\01\00\00\00Đ\01\1C\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\04\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt%Calafat, Fernández, et al. 2001 #1527\01\04\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00°\10\10\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00�Ř�\00ţ\04\0D\00\01\00\00\00Đ\01\1C\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\09\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00°\10\10\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00�Ř�\00ţ\04\0D\00\01\00\00\00Đ\01\1C\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\05\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt\12Calafat 2000 #1537\01\02\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00@\17\0B\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00Ş\04\1A\00\01\00\00\00ř¶\14\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_(2\15\01\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\0A\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt\11EMCDDA 2002 #1587\01\02\00\06\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00Ŕ\0F\0B\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00ň\04'\00\01\00\00\00ř¶\14\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_0·\16\01\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00I\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt\0FWeir 2000 #1127\01\02\00\04\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_@"\10\02\05\00\00\00\05\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
. A drug user on the dance scene can be described as most likely to be a recreational (occasional) poly-drug user. Alcohol, nicotine, then cannabis and ecstasy are the most frequently-used drugs among those attending dance events; then, various studies reported amphetamine, LSD, cocaine, and heroin in different orders  QUOTE "(Calafat et al.  2003; Mark A. Bellis et al.  2002; Tossmann et al.  2001; Winstock et al.  2001a)" 
(Calafat et al.  2003; Mark A. Bellis et al.  2002; Tossmann et al.  2001; Winstock et al.  2001a)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00C\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt!Gross, Barrett, et al. 2002 #1067\01\04\00\05\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00E\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt"Tossmann, Boldt, et al. 2001 #1087\01\04\00\08\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\05\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00H\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt&Winstock, Griffiths, et al. 2001 #1117\01\04\00\08\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\09\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 
. Dance drugs are a chemically diverse group; in addition to MDMA and its analogues and the above-mentioned amphetamines and LSD, the drugs on the dance scene also involve GHB, ketamine, and poppers; the frequencies vary. Only ketamine is distributed in the form of tablets that look like ecstasy. Typically, most dance drug users are socialized, 15-30-year-old people and they do not match the attributes of problem drug users  QUOTE "(Winstock et al.  2001b; Calafat, 2000; EMCDDA, 2002a; Tossmann et al.  2001)" 
(Winstock et al.  2001b; Calafat, 2000; EMCDDA, 2002a; Tossmann et al.  2001)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\05\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt\12Calafat 2000 #1537\01\02\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00@\17\0B\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00Ş\04\1A\00\01\00\00\00ř¶\14\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_ČČ\15\01\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\0A\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt\11EMCDDA 2002 #1587\01\02\00\06\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00Ŕ\0F\0B\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00ň\04'\00\01\00\00\00ř¶\14\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_đ?\17\01\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00E\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt"Tossmann, Boldt, et al. 2001 #1087\01\04\00\08\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\05\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 
.
A field survey was carried out within the framework of the multicentric survey that took place in the Czech Republic in 1998–2000  QUOTE "(Csémy et al.  2000)" 
(Csémy et al.  2000)
. A questionnaire survey was carried out on the Internet and in a youth magazine in 2000  QUOTE "(Kubů et al.  2000)" 
(Kubů et al.  2000)
; a similar survey was carried out in collaboration with the Czech National Focal Point (NFP) in 2003. 
As far as the recreational use of drugs, especially dance drugs, is concerned, the Czech NFP coordinated data collection pertaining to those attending dance events in 2002 (and continued to coordinate it in 2003); this was done through the organizations that provide preventive and harm reduction services at such events, namely the Brno-based Podané ruce civic association  QUOTE "(Valnoha and Mravčík, 2003)" 
(Valnoha and Mravčík, 2003)
. Furthermore, this association also possesses the unpublished results of the monitoring of the clients of the services  QUOTE "(Valnoha, 2001; Valnoha and Národní monitorovací středisko pro drogy a drogové závislosti, 2003)" 
(Valnoha, 2001; Valnoha and Národní monitorovací středisko pro drogy a drogové závislosti, 2003)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\13\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdtQValnoha & Národní monitorovací středisko pro drogy a drogové závislosti 2003 #577\01\04\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00P\14\15\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00h\09�\008\04\1E\00\01\00\00\00¬¶\14\00\03\00\00\00\00\00\00\004\00\00\00\00\000\00\00\00\00\00\00\00˙˙˙˙ť\13\00x\00\00\00\00(ť\13\02=\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00P\14\15\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00h\09�\008\04\1E\00\01\00\00\00¬¶\14\00\0A\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_°Ő\10\02\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
.
The issue of the long-term health risks of ecstasy use (especially its neurotoxicity) has not yet been solved conclusively (see, for instance,  QUOTE "(EMCDDA, 2002a; Weir, 2000)" 
(EMCDDA, 2002a; Weir, 2000)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00I\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt\0FWeir 2000 #1127\01\02\00\04\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_x'\11\02\05\00\00\00\05\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
.

The acute risks of ecstasy use in the milieu of dance events, including fake ecstasy containing more dangerous substances than MDMA and its analogues, have been well mapped. These risks involve especially overheating (heat shock) and dehydration caused by excessive dancing in overcrowded and poorly ventilated areas, injuries, traffic accidents on the way home, forced sex, and poisoning with fake ecstasy. All of this is usually combined with other drugs, mostly alcohol  QUOTE "(EMCDDA, 2002a; Calafat et al.  2001; Weir, 2000)" 
(EMCDDA, 2002a; Calafat et al.  2001; Weir, 2000)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\04\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt%Calafat, Fernández, et al. 2001 #1527\01\04\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00°\10\10\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00�Ř�\00ţ\04\0D\00\01\00\00\00Đ\01\1C\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\09\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00°\10\10\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00�Ř�\00ţ\04\0D\00\01\00\00\00Đ\01\1C\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00I\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt\0FWeir 2000 #1127\01\02\00\04\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_(I\17\01\05\00\00\00\05\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
. These factors have been the cause of the sudden deaths of several dozen people attending dance events, especially in the United Kingdom. An overview of such cases is available in, for instance,  QUOTE "(Winstock et al.  2001b; Weir, 2000)" 
(Winstock et al.  2001b; Weir, 2000)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00I\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt\0FWeir 2000 #1127\01\02\00\04\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_đó\11\02\05\00\00\00\05\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
. The environmental factors that help to reduce these short-term health risks are regarded as similar in their significance, or even more significant than the preventive and harm reduction activities geared towards dance drug users  QUOTE "(Winstock et al.  2001b)" 
(Winstock et al.  2001b)
. Some countries have adopted measures that improve safety at dance events; they take the form of guides or manuals that provide detailed descriptions of the individual risks and the methods of how to reduce them  QUOTE "(Home office et al.  2002; Ministry of Health, New Zeeland, 1999)" 
(Home office et al.  2002; Ministry of Health, New Zeeland, 1999)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\08\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt*Ministry of Health, New Zeeland 1999 #1567\01\02\00\1F\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00  \13\02\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00ş\04\16\00\01\00\00\00ř¶\14\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_HS\16\01\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
. This especially involves the prevention of the overcrowding of the area, sufficient ventilation, and the cooling of the dancers, the presence of a chill-out zone, the availability of non-alcoholic beverages (water), the quality and adequacy of checks at the entrance on those attending such events, checks on the technical quality of the sound system and lights, and free escape routes. Last but not least, it involves the presence of preventive and harm reduction services at dance events. 
As far as these preventive and harm reduction services are concerned, it is typical in Europe that they are provided by non-profit-making non-governmental organizations (some of them were established as self-help organizations at the instigation of those actually attending dance events); in particular, they provide on-site counselling and printed information about the risks of dance drugs. Some of them also give out condoms, injecting materials, or water and food, or provide crisis counselling. Many of them operate Internet pages and provide Internet counselling  QUOTE "(EMCDDA, 2001)" 
(EMCDDA, 2001)
. Most of them also provide qualitative and quantitative testing of ecstasy tablets; this is regarded as a method for the identification of dangerous and unexpected substances and a method for improving contact with those attending dance events (9 out of 11 projects within the framework of the mentioned EMCDDA study). 
The situation in the Czech Republic is similar. According to the available information, there were twelve organizations that provided preventive and harm reduction services at dance events in 2002. Typically, the services involved the distribution of flyers, counselling, and qualitative tests  QUOTE "(Mravčík et al.  2003; Miovský, 2003)" 
(Mravčík et al.  2003; Miovský, 2003)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00?\00\00\00\16L:\5CDatabase\5CVZ2002.pdt\11Miovský 2003 #647\01\02\00\07\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00`\18\15\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00Ŕó�\00Č\03;\00\01\00\00\00D·\14\00\0A\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_¨V\09\01\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
. The Podané ruce civic association is the leader of these activities. It also operates an Internet page with an on-line counselling service (www.extc.cz).
There is agreement that on-site pill testing increases the contact with dance drug users and therefore facilitates preventive action  QUOTE "(EMCDDA, 2001; EMCDDA, 2002a)" 
(EMCDDA, 2001; EMCDDA, 2002a)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\0A\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt\11EMCDDA 2002 #1587\01\02\00\06\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00Ŕ\0F\0B\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00ň\04'\00\01\00\00\00ř¶\14\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_ Ë\18\02\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
. As far as the provision of information about the content of tablets is concerned, there are doubts regarding the impact of this information on changes in the attitudes of users towards the use of more dangerous tablets and the use of tablets with a content of MDMA and its analogues  QUOTE "(Winstock et al.  2001b)" 
(Winstock et al.  2001b)
. It is possible to get reliable information about the contents of ecstasy tablets by means of chromatographic methods; in practice, only the high-pressure liquid chromatography can be carried out on-site (e.g. the Austrian ChEck It!)  QUOTE "(Winstock et al.  2001b; EMCDDA, 2001)" 
(Winstock et al.  2001b; EMCDDA, 2001)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\06\00\00\00\13L:\5CDatabase\5CXTC.pdt\11EMCDDA 2001 #1547\01\02\00\06\00ŕŕ\00\00\00\00\00\00€\0E\10\01\01\00\00\00¨\19t\00 ^�\00ô\04\14\00\01\00\00\00ř¶\14\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_¸%\16\01\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙ 
. The widespread distribution of this method is problematic because of the costs of the testing and the necessity for qualified personnel. Qualitative testing based on a colour reaction with the use of the Marquis and Meckel agent is considered to be inaccurate and subjective; at the same time, it is possible that it leads to a false feeling of safety among users  QUOTE "(Winstock et al.  2001b)" 
(Winstock et al.  2001b)
. However, it is still recommended because of its low costs, and, despite the disadvantages, it is regarded as appropriate for use at dance events  QUOTE "(EMCDDA, 2001)" 
(EMCDDA, 2001)
. In combination with further identification of the attributes of the tablets and their accurate quantitative analysis, it is appropriate for the construction of a tablet database (e.g. the Dutch DIMS). In the Czech Republic, the Institute of Pharmacology of the 3rd Medical Faculty of Charles University in Prague keeps a database of tablets that were tested on the same principle (www.lf3.cuni.cz/drogy). 
Pro-active approaches - the monitoring of drugs and drug users on the dance scene, including the operating of tablet databases, are also important for the Early-warning System of the EU Joint Action on New Synthetic Drugs  QUOTE "(EMCDDA, 2002b; Griffiths et al.  2000)" 
(EMCDDA, 2002b; Griffiths et al.  2000)

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN PROCITE ˙\11\05‘\19\02\00\00\00\00\01\00\00F\00\00\00\18L:\5CDatabase\5Ccasopisy.pdt$Griffiths, Vingoe, et al. 2000 #1097\01\04\00\09\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\02\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\00,\00\00\00\01\00\00\00Śö\12\00=\11J\00,\00\00\00¸ö\12\00Śö\12\00\06\00ŕŕ\00\00\00żH\00`>\14\00˙˙˙˙\00\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\14\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00\13\00\00\00\00\00\00Ű\00xP2\03x˙˙˙˙,\00\00\00Ă\13\00x,\00\00\00¬\13\00x,\00\00\00 
.

In the European context, the situation with regard to the legality of ecstasy pill testing at dance events remains more or less unclear. In some countries, pill testing is an official component of drug policies, and it is supported by the appropriate authorities (including the Police and Public Prosecutors’ Offices) �\00ô\04\14\00\01\00\00\00ř¶\14\00\0B\00\00\00\00\00\00şI_Ŕč\10\02\01\00\00\00\01\00\00\00\00\00\00\00´ô\12\000¬W\00˙˙˙˙  QUOTE "(EMCDDA, 2001)" 
(EMCDDA, 2001)
. In the Czech Republic, pill testing has met with a negative approach on the part of the police; several complaints connected with a suspicion of the commission of the criminal offence of propagation of drug addiction (Section 188a of the Penal Law) were lodged against some of these activities. Even the statement of the Brno-based Office of the Supreme Prosecutor of October 17, 2002  QUOTE "(Nejvyšší státní zastupitelství, 2002)" 
(Nejvyšší státní zastupitelství, 2002)
 did not bring about a substantial shift in the attitude of the police regarding these activities.

The evaluation of preventive and harm reduction activities on the dance scene is a relatively new phenomenon. In practice, only the Austrian ChEck It!, the Swiss Pilot-E, and the German Mind Zone have been evaluated in terms of their procedures  QUOTE "(EMCDDA, 2001)" 
(EMCDDA, 2001)
. An evaluation study of the interventions connected with pill testing in Amsterdam, Hanover and Vienna was published recently  QUOTE "(Benchop et al.  2002)" 
(Benchop et al., 2002)
. The study claims that, as far as primary prevention is concerned, pill testing services most probably do not extend the sphere of ecstasy users; instead, they discourage potential ecstasy users from using it for the first time, and they demystify synthetic drugs. Furthermore, the study claims that as far as secondary prevention is concerned, the pill testing services allow the workers to come into contact with and communicate with drug users who it would otherwise be impossible to contact. In addition, they lead to an increased level of knowledgeability and non-risk behaviour among drug users, and they create an environment where warnings about dangerous substances are regarded as more credible and acceptable. 
No evaluation of the (long-term) results of preventive and harm reduction activities with regard to drug users on the dance scene has been published yet. The same applies to a scientific evaluation of the environment factors at dance parties. 
The Governmental Council for Drugs Policy Co-ordination established the Synthetic Drugs Abuse Prevention working group in October 2002. The group met five times between November 2002 and May 2003, when the working group was disbanded. The task was to analyze the current situation and design appropriate measures in the field of synthetic drugs such as ecstasy (MDMA) and other substances used in the milieu of dance events (i.e. dance drugs). The group consisted of representatives of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Justice, and Ministry of the Interior, the Association of Non-Governmental Organizations, the J. E. Purkyně Czech Medical Association – Association for Addictive Diseases, the Secretariat of the National Drug Commission, and two independent experts. The group focused on the assessment of the benefits of the existing activities and the necessity for them. It authorized materials, and it recommended the preparation of a research project that will focus on the use of licit and illicit drugs in the milieu of dance events and on the evaluation of the efficiency of preventive activities in this milieu. Inter alia, the group drew up a “Recommended Procedure for the Execution of Preventive Actions at Dance Events”  QUOTE "(Valnoha, 2003)" 
(Valnoha, 2003)
; the goal of this document is to harmonize the existing activities that are conducted especially by field programme workers with basic professional and legislative criteria in the Czech Republic. Other outputs involve the publication “Safer Dancing”; it summarizes the main recommendations for the safer organization of dance events  QUOTE "(Zábranský and Kubů, 2003)" 
(Zábranský and Kubů, 2003)
. 

The group agreed on the benefits of quantitative testing; however, it failed to come to an agreement regarding the issue of qualitative on-site pill testing. The group recommended the implementation of a research project that will evaluate the preventive and harm reduction activities. At the February 2003 meeting, the National Drug Commission assigned the Head of the Czech NFP to prepare a research project with the goals mentioned in part 2. 
2 Goals of the Study 

mapping the occurrence of substances, especially the most dangerous ones, on the dance scene,
• mapping dance drug users (characteristics, attitudes, and habits of users), 

• verification of the efficiency of preventive and harm reduction measures at dance events (knowledgeability of those attending the dance event about health risks and the occurrence of dangerous substances and of health complications). 
• mapping and evaluation of health-care interventions at dance events, 

• verification of the impact of “safer dancing”-type measures on the safety and health of those attending the events and the availability of drugs at dance events. 
In practice, this involves two research fields:
Field 1: Design and Verification of Instruments and Methodology for Monitoring of: 
· drug users, their characteristics, attitudes towards drug use and health and other risks, 
· preventive activities on the dance scene, their goals and activities, the quality of the services provided, target groups, needs, and plans, 
· occurrence of drugs on the dance scene, mechanisms for the interception of dangerous and unexpected substances and to contribute to the Early-warning System. 
Field 2: Design of Methodology and Assessment of the Impact of Preventive/Protective Factors, namely: 
· the impact of preventive activities on the behaviour and attitudes of those attending dance events, preferably including their impact over the course of several months, 
· the impact of the environmental factors of dance events and drug use on the occurrence of acute health consequences or other undesirable incidents at the dance event. 
3 Target Groups 
· Those attending dance events, both the clients of preventive and harm reduction services and those who do not use these services 
· Those working in preventive and harm reduction services 
· Organizers of dance events 
· Dance event participants with health complications
· Health-care services participating in the event 
4 Methodology 
4.1 Field 1

It is a cross-sectional study with the use of questionnaires, structured surveys, and focus groups. In addition, the number, characteristics, and content of the individual tablets that were tested on a qualitative and quantitative basis will be monitored. As far as evaluation terminology is concerned, it is a non-experimental summative process evaluation. 
Dance event participants will fill in a questionnaire with basic sociodemographic questions, standard questions about drug use, sources of drugs, attitudes towards drugs and risks of drug use, and the occurrence of undesirable complications after using drugs or in connection with attendance at a dance event. Two different groups of those attending dance events will be monitored independently – those using the preventive services and the other participants in the event. This approach will allow for the identification of whether there are differences in the basic characteristics of those who use the service concerned and those who do not. This will provide an answer to the question of whether monitoring those using the preventive services is sufficient for the monitoring of those attending dance events as a whole. An employee of the preventive services will administer the questionnaire to those using the services, and independent interviewers (A) will administer the questionnaire to the others attending the dance event. 
At the beginning of the survey, the employees of the organizations that provide preventive and harm reduction services will receive a questionnaire about the basic characteristics and organization of the project, its goals, target groups, activities, personnel, intervention strategies, the mode of testing, the communicating and publishing of the results of the testing, how records about the programme will be kept, contingent programme evaluations, future plans, and the expectations of the project. At the end of the survey, a focus group meeting will take place and the above-mentioned topics will be discussed (in the context of the implemented survey and the preliminary results). 
It is not possible to monitor the occurrence and content of drugs (especially ecstasy) on the dance scene without accurate laboratory analyses of the content. In the Czech Republic, it is only possible to carry out such analyses in a (fixed) chemical laboratory. Designated people working in the provision of preventive and harm reduction services will be provided with the appropriate permission to collect specimens of tablets, or (when they are given a whole tablet) entire tablets, and they will send them to a designated laboratory for analysis. At the end of the process, the number of tablets with high MDMA contents will be analyzed and any occurrence of dangerous/unexpected substances will be reported. At the same time, it will be possible to carry out comparisons of the results of the qualitative (on-site) analysis with the quantitative laboratory analysis. Furthermore, this testing will be also evaluated in terms of the contribution for the Early-warning System in the Czech Republic and EU level. 
4.2 Field 2 
It involves a non-experimental summative evaluation of the results of the monitored group and the control group. 
The following indicators will be used:

· Attitudes of users regarding using tablets with a high MDMA content and with a content of dangerous/unexpected substances. This will involve both hypothetical attitudes and actual experiences with these situations. We propose incorporating the possibility of a phone/email/Internet contact for the administration of the above-mentioned questions within three months of the basic questionnaire being administered; it will be an element of the follow-up monitoring. These data will be monitored both in the group consisting of those using the preventive services and in the group of the other dance event participants. In the group of those using the preventive services, data collection will be carried out by the independent interviewer B and the independent interviewers A will collect data in the group of others attending the dance event. 
· Occurrence of health complications among those attending a dance event. These data will be collected by the health care service present at the event. It will also involve whether the individual concerned has or has not been a client of the preventive services at a dance event. Data about the type, causes, and mechanisms of the development of health complications will be collected. After the end of the event, the independent interviewer B will carry out a structured interview/focus group with the members of the health service. 
· Occurrence of other undesirable incidents at the dance event – fights, molestation, the presence of apparently intoxicated persons, the presence of candidates for overheating etc. This will be monitored by the independent interviewer C. 
· Environmental factors of dance events – overcrowding, temperature, humidity on the dance floor, availability of a chill-out zone, availability of non-alcoholic beverages (water), checks on the visitors at the entrance, checks on the technical quality of the sound system and lights, escape routes. The independent interviewer C will monitor this. After the end of the event, he/she will carry out a structured interview with the organizer of the event (or a focus group with the organizers). Both the occurrence of health complications and the occurrence of other undesirable events will be monitored, with the environmental factors of the dance event being taken into consideration. 
5 Scope of the Study 
At least fifteen dance events, twenty-four at the most. 
In total, the sample will involve at least six hundred users who do not use the preventive services. The estimated number of those using the preventive services is yet to be specified. 
6 Organization of the Study 
6.1 Coordination and the Preliminary Phase 
This will be carried out by the Czech NFP (or another coordinator of the study) in collaboration with the Board of the Study (experts in the issues of evaluation and the dance scene, a representative of the preventive services, a representative of the organizers of dance events – preferably with a mandate from the APETH (Association of Organizers of Electronic Music Events), a health care service representative, and an international expert with experience in the field of the evaluation of activities on the dance scene).
6.2 Data Collection 
Questionnaires filled in by clients of the preventive services – people working in the provision of those services will administer them.

Questionnaires about others attending the dance event – two independent interviewers (A). 
Questionnaires about preventive activities and a focus group with people working in the provision of those services – Czech NFP (or another coordinator of the study).
Data about the occurrence and contents of drugs – people working in the provision of preventive services, a designated laboratory.

Data about hypothetical attitudes of users in the case that they receive information about the contents of the tablet – independent interviewer (B) in the group of those using the preventive services, independent interviewers (A) in the group of other dance event participants. 
Occurrence of health complications – health care service and independent interviewer (B) (an interview with the health care service). 
Occurrence of undesirable incidents and collection of information about the milieu of dance events – independent interviewer (C). 
6.3 Data Analysis 
This will be carried out by the Czech NFP in collaboration with the Board of the Study. 
6.4 Personnel Requirements 
Three four-member teams of independent interviewers. 
Five organizations that implement preventive and harm reduction activities on the drug scene. 
7 Schedule of the Survey 
Preparatory phase, preparation of instruments, definitive draft of the methodology, appropriate permissions and approvals, training of the interviewers and the participants in the survey – eight months. 
Implementation of the survey – one year.

Analysis of the results – six months. 
In summary – twenty-six months 
8 Budget 
Preparation of the survey – CZK 200,000 
Implementation of the survey – CZK 500,000 – 800,000 (CZK 30,000 per dance event) 
Analysis of the survey – CZK 200,000 
Total – CZK 900,000 – 1,200,000 
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