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1 Name of the study

Mortality of drug users

2 Objectives of the study

To determine mortality of drug users:

· in different subgroups of drug users

· according to ICD groups

3 Methodology

The proposed study, or rather several parallel studies, is a cohort study where mortality of a cohort of defined drug users according to set type is observed in general mortality register of the Czech Republic. This study will use different sets of drug users created for other purposes as cohort sets. Mortality of drug users in these sets will be calculated as the number of deaths divided by person-years of follow-up period. Person-years of follow-up are given by the sum of observation periods of individual set members, both cases of death and the survived. Every cohort member contributes to person-years between the date of entry into cohort register (the beginning of treatment, first contact) and the date of death in general mortality register, as far as cases of death are concerned; and between the entry into cohort register and the date of the chronologically last day covered by general mortality register, regarding the survived.

3.1 Conditions for realization of the study from the view of the content of data sources

Data necessary for realization of the study are:

· identifiers of identical format present in cohort set as well as in general mortality register

· data for (operational) definition of the group of drug users, i.e. the drug used, route of administration, substance of addiction, etc.

· the date of entry (the beginning of hospitalization or contact) into cohort set

· the date of death in mortality register

· the cause of death in mortality register

4 Data sources

4.1 Cohorts

Individual cohort sets can be divided into the following groups according to the type of identifier used:

· identification number

· the first six letters of identification number (or the date of birth and sex) and place of residence

· the first six letters of identification number (or the date of birth and sex) and the first three letters of the first name
4.1.1 Cohorts with identification number

4.1.1.1 Hospital discharged register

	Description
	Hospital discharged register in CR in the given year

	Responsible institution
	Institute for Health Information and Statistics

	Proportion of cases with given identifier
	100%

	Coverage
	CR

	Criteria for definition of drug use
	ICD-10


4.1.1.2 EPIDAT

	Description
	Register of reported cases of hepatitis in CR in the given year

	Responsible institution
	National Institute for Public Health

	Proportion of cases with given identifier
	100%

	Coverage
	CR

	Criteria for definition of drug use
	Injection yes/no


4.1.2 Cohorts with the date of birth, sex and place of residence

4.1.2.1 First treatment demands register

	Description
	Register of first treatment demands related to drug use in CR in the given year

	Responsible institution
	Hygienic Station, Prague

	Proportion of cases with given identifier
	Almost 100%

	Coverage
	CR

	Criteria for definition of drug use
	Main drug used

Injection yes/no


4.1.2.2 Intoxication

	Description
	Register of hospitalization for drug or medicine intoxication in CR in the given year

	Responsible institution
	Hygienic Station, Prague

	Proportion of cases with given identifier
	100%

	Coverage
	mainly 3 regions in CR

	Criteria for definition of drug use
	Main drug used

Injection yes/no


4.1.3 Cohorts with the date of birth, sex and first three letters of the first name

4.1.3.1 Register of non-governmental institutions

	Description
	Register of clients and services of selected low-threshold institutions for drug users associated in ANO (NGOs umbrella organization)

	Responsible institution
	14 institutions in CR, Sananim Praha is the biggest one

	Proportion of cases with given identifier
	100%

	Coverage
	14 localities of CR

	Criteria for definition of drug use
	Main drug used

Injection yes/no


4.1.4 Other cohorts

In case the conditions of data content are met, other sets of drug users can be used.

4.2 Mortality register

	Description
	General mortality register of CR in the given year according to ICD-10 diagnoses

	Responsible institution
	Institute for Heath Information and Statistics

	Proportion of cases with given identifier
	100%

	Coverage
	CR


5 Organization of the study

5.1 Data collection

For the study of mortality of drug users, data originally collected for other purposes will be used.

5.2 Preparation of sets

By agreement with NFP, primary data providers will carry out the selection of cases according to the definition (based either on the main drug used, route of administration or ICD-10 codes).

Pursuant to negotiations of primary data providers with the Institute for Health Information and Statistics mediated by NFP, the format of identifiers in cohort sets and mortality register will be unified.

5.3 Identification data coding

Identification data coding will be executed by means of EPICRYPT coding software, positively assessed by the Office for Personal Data Protection.

5.4 Pairing procedure

Prepared cohort sets will be supplied to NFP which will carry out pairing of individual records from cohort registers and mortality register. In case of cohort members identified as dead this fact will be recorded with the date and cause of death according to ICD-10 codes.

6 Study protocol

Before launching the study, detailed procedure including preparation of data sources, their pairing and processing of results will be formulated in the study protocol.

7 Study timetable

Negotiations of the study with primary data providers


by 28.2.2003

Preparation of the detailed study protocol, fine-tuning of details

by 30.4.2003

Realization of the study






by 30.12.2003
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